What a girl wants: female mate selection in terms of monetary resources and number of children by Tucker, Stefanit
Modern Psychological Studies 
Volume 19 Number 1 Article 6 
2013 
What a girl wants: female mate selection in terms of monetary 
resources and number of children 
Stefanit Tucker 
Yale University 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.utc.edu/mps 
 Part of the Psychology Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Tucker, Stefanit (2013) "What a girl wants: female mate selection in terms of monetary resources and 
number of children," Modern Psychological Studies: Vol. 19 : No. 1 , Article 6. 
Available at: https://scholar.utc.edu/mps/vol19/iss1/6 
This articles is brought to you for free and open access by the Journals, Magazines, and Newsletters at UTC 
Scholar. It has been accepted for inclusion in Modern Psychological Studies by an authorized editor of UTC Scholar. 
For more information, please contact scholar@utc.edu. 
MPS I Female Mate Selection I Tucker I Pg. 31-38 
What a Girl Wants: Female Mate Selection in Terms of Monetary Resources 
and Number of Children 
Sefanit Tucker 
Yale University 
Abstract 
Several evolutionary theories provide the framework for assessing modern mate selection. Previous research in female mate selection has left a 
gap in whether and how number of children a male has can impact the perception of monetary resources he possesses and subsequently his 
desirability as a mate. The present investigation thus set out to examine resource-related differences among males with average ($50,001-75,000) 
and above average incomes (>$150,000) by analyzing data available through the online dating website, match.com. Furthermore, the 
geographic locations of New York, New York and Louisville, Kentucky were used to both refine results but also maintain genera lizability of 
findings. Results indicated that males possessing children had significantly lower interest from females regardless of income bracket or 
geographic location. Discussion surrounds limiting factors of the experiment including whether the male's degree of parental custody of existing 
children impacts his attractiveness as a mate and whether the female's desire or not for children confounds trends in mate selection as well. 
Introduction 
Mate selection is a pertinent matter of 
psychological research today as Americans 
spend $932 million annually on online 
dating alone (Ramsay, 2011). In order to 
better understand this important trend in the 
United States, it may be worthwhile to 
examine which traits females seek in males 
and their relevance across a particular age 
span and multiple cities to potentially gain 
information generalizable to the U.S. 
population as a whole. This investigation 
will specifically look at the traits of 
monetary resources as measured by annual 
income and the number of offspring. To 
study the following two evolutionary 
theories must be considered. 
Polygyny Threshold Model 
The first evolutionary theory to be 
considered is the polygyny threshold model 
which explains the emergence of different 
mating systems when resources in territories 
vary. The model thus predicts when females 
will select a male who has already mated 
and when she will pick a single male by 
reasoning that females will prefer polygyny 
when the resources to be gained are greater 
than the cost of sharing (Pribil, 2001).. 
Though resources are shared, the resources  
per female are still enough to provide the 
chance for greatest reproductive success 
(RS). Though this model originally was 
developed to explain the different mating 
situations of passerine birds, this 
investigation will apply the model to human 
female mating strategies (Davies, 1989). 
Like female birds, human females can assess 
the quality of resources and corresponding 
status of the males by looking at annual 
income level and can figure out the cost of 
sharing by examining the number of 
children the male possesses if any. 
Parental Investment Theory 
The evolutionary theory of parental 
investment created by Robert L. Trivers 
defines investment as the time and resources 
that a parent gives at a cost to himself to 
benefit his offspring (Marlowe, 2000). It 
then follows that the sex investing the most, 
human females, seek parental investment 
from the opposite sex, human males. This 
investment can be derived from several 
sources including status, resources, and time 
which can provide advantages to attaining 
socioeconomic achievement in humans 
(Trivers, 1972; Hango, 2007). Evolutionary 
theory thus supports the hypothesis that 
individuals should invest more time in their 
own offspring as compared to those of 
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others (Lightcap, 1982). 
Question 
Using the framework of these 
evolutionary theories, this study aims to 
investigate the influence of monetary 
resources and the number of children a male 
possesses on female mate selection using 
data from match.com. The question being 
examined is whether women between 25 
and 30 years of age earning $50,001-75,000 
will be less likely to seek 25 and 30 year old 
males who already have a child than their 
childless counterparts in the income brackets 
of both $50,001-75,000 and $150,000 and 
above . The study is thus broken down into 
the following two aims: 
Aim 1: Investigation of resource-
related differences in female mate 
selection in average income males. The 
first aim is to investigate whether 25-30 year 
old females are less likely to seek 25 and 30 
year old males who already have a child if 
they also earn $50,001-75,000 by looking at 
populations in New York, New York (zip 
code 10043) and Louisville, Kentucky (zip 
code 40202). 
Aim 2: Investigation of resource-
related differences in female mating 
selection in wealthy males. The second aim 
is to investigate whether 25-30 year old 
females are less likely to seek 25 and 30 
year old males who already have a child if 
they earn over $150,000 by looking at 
populations in New York City and 
Louisville. 
Alternatives 
Ho: Females 25 to 30 years old will not 
show a statistically significant preference of 
childless 25 and 30 year old males over their 
counterparts with a child in either the  
$50,001-75,000 or $150,000 and above 
income brackets. 
Support of the null hypothesis comes 
from Ronald Fisher's sexy son hypothesis 
which indicates that females seek genetic 
quality in males above all in order to 
produce male offspring who in turn will 
have enhanced RS (Weatherhead, 1979). 
This hypothesis says that genotypic benefit 
is more important the phenotypic benefit 
such as monetary resources lain out by the 
polygyny threshold model suggesting that 
it's not a male's economic or caregiving 
resources responsible for female mate 
selection. This theory could thus explain a 
lack of statistical difference in females 
selecting males with and without a child. 
Hypothesis 
H1: Females 25 to 30 years old will be 
less likely to seek 25 and 30 year old males 
if they possess a child than if they don't in 
both the income brackets of $50,001-75,000 
and $150,000 and above in both New York 
City and Louisville. 
Support for the research hypothesis 
comes from the two evolutionary models 
including the polygyny threshold model 
suggesting that if females will prefer the 
condition that gives them more resources in 
relation to costs of sharing with an existing 
child. Thus, a childless male will provide 
more resources and be more desirable in 
both income brackets. 	 The parental 
investment theory also supports this 
hypothesis because females should prefer 
monetary resources and time to be invested 
in their own children. 
Logic of Study 
Online dating is a booming industry 
filled with data related to traits that the sexes 
seek; however, alternative explanations for 
32 
MPS I Female Mate Selection I Tucker I Pg. 31-38 
potential results must be minimized by the 
inclusion and exclusion criteria set for 
participants. These include establishing male 
height at 5'9 by rounding up from the 
average height of 4,341 adult males in the 
U.S. as reported by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) between 
1999 and 2002, setting the upper limit of 
children to 1, fixing parental custody at 
partial, and ensuring that neither males nor 
females had been previously married and 
wanted children (Ogden, Fryar, Carroll, 
Regal, 2004). Furthermore, the income of 
$50,001-75,000 was chosen as it includes 
the median income in the U.S. (Davidson, 
2012). The samples from New York, New 
York and Louisville, Kentucky were 
included to help minimize the effect of 
geography as a potential confound. 
Furthermore, the age range of 25-30 was 
selected because it includes the median age 
of marriage in the U.S. as well as age at time 
of first child (Jayson, 2008, 2009). For 
males, the ages of 25 and 30 were chosen to 
reflect the whole age range of 25-30 but to 
also reflect the limitation of the online 
search tool in flexibility of criteria. 
Methods 
Participants 
Data was collected through online dating 
profiles offered through match.com. No 
restrictions were set on ethnicity, religion, or 
lifestyle habits other than heterosexual 
identification. 
Inclusion criteria: All individuals, both 
male and female, from whom data was 
collected, had to indicate on their match.com 
profile that they definitely wanted children. 
Males had to be 5'9, the average height of 
males in the U.S. to be included, and could 
not possess more than one child or have 
more than partial custody. 
Exclusion Criteria: Previously married 
individuals, both male and female, were 
excluded. Female individuals already 
possessing children did not have their data 
included. 
Procedure 
The study's protocol required the 
formation of an online account through 
match.com. Then frequency of males being 
searched for was established through 
running a reverse match to fit the 
independent variables. A reverse match 
required forming an online account as a 
male in order to determine how many 
females of a particular demographic sought 
someone with the traits in the male profile. 
The male profile created used the height 5'9, 
the average height of males in the U.S. All 
preferences were set to deal breaker when 
applicable including: desire to have children, 
number of children, marital status, and 
income level. In order to accommodate the 
multiple independent variables, the online 
profile was repeatedly edited to ensure that 
the proper ages of males, number of 
children, and location were included. To 
minimize uncontrollable fluctuations in the 
number of available online profiles at a 
given time, all searches were run 
consecutively. The selected income range of 
the females was $50,001-75,000 and the age 
range of the females was 25-30 years old. 
Variables: The independent variables 
included the income of the males being 
sought, whether the males being sought 
were 25 or 30 years old, whether the males 
were childless or had a child and whether 
the sample came from New York City or 
Louisville. The dependent variable was the 
frequency of males being sought who 
corresponded to the aforementioned 
independent variables. 
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Results 
Protocol of Main Data Analyses 
Vassar University's online statistical 
calculator was used to analyze the data from 
all individuals in the study. Prior to analysis, 
outliers in the data were normalized by 
being replaced with the second highest value 
in the data set. This was done in any 
instance where the frequency of males being 
sought was greater than 2,000 individuals. 
Such a response was simply replaced with 
2,000. The chi-square value, p-value, 
degrees of freedom (df), and percentages 
obtained from the calculator corresponded 
with a portion of each aim to indicate 
whether the findings corroborated the 
hypothesis and provided external validity. 
This output was used to assess the statistical 
significance of the data in order to determine 
whether differences in female mate selection 
did exist under the criteria posed. 
Aim 1: Investigation of resource-
related differences in female mate 
selection in average income males. The 
first aim was to investigate whether 25-30 
year old females are less likely to seek 25 
year old and 30 year old males who already 
have children if they also earn $50,001-
75,000 by looking at populations in New 
York City and Louisville. 
25 year old males. In accordance with 
the hypothesis, females between 25 and 30 
years of age were less likely to seek 25 year 
old males earning $50,001-75,000 in both 
New York City and Louisville if they 
already possessed children. In N.Y.C., 51% 
of females preferred a male without children 
and in Louisville, 60% did. In both cities the 
statistical significance of this tendency was 
demonstrated by p< 0.0001 (see Tables 1, 
3). 
30 year old males. In accordance with 
the hypothesis, females between 25 and 30 
years of age were less likely to seek 30 year 
old males earning $50,001-75,000 in both 
New York City and Louisville if they 
already possessed children. In N.Y.C., 73% 
of females preferred a male without children 
and in Louisville, 51% did. In both cities the 
statistical significance of this tendency was 
demonstrated by p< 0.0001 (see Tables 2, 
4). 
Aim 2: Investigation of resource-
related differences in female mate 
selection in wealthy males. The second aim 
was to investigate whether 25-30 year old 
females are less likely to seek 25 year old 
and 30 year old males who already have 
children if they also earn over $150,000 by 
looking at populations in New York City 
and Louisville. 
25 year old males. In accordance with 
the hypothesis, females between 25 and 30 
years of age were less likely to seek 25 year 
old males earning $150,000 both New York 
City and Louisville if they already possess 
children. In N.Y.C., 75% of females 
preferred a male without children and in 
Louisville, 52% did. In both cities the 
statistical significance of this tendency was 
demonstrated by p< 0.0001(see Tables 1, 3). 
30 year old males. In accordance with 
the hypothesis, females between 25 and 30 
years of age were less likely to seek 30 year 
old males earning $150,000 in both New 
York City and Louisville if they already 
possess children. In N.Y.C., 53% of females 
preferred a male without children and in 
Louisville, 64% did. In both cities the 
statistical significance of this tendency was 
demonstrated by p< 0.0001 (see Tables 2, 
4). 
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Inferences 
The importance of mate selection is 
evidenced in evolutionary theories and the 
amount of money spent on online dating. In 
the present investigation, a popular dating 
site was analyzed to reveal that 25-30 year 
old females are less likely to seek males 
with children than their childless male 
counterparts who earn $50,001-75,000 and 
$150,000 and above regardless of whether 
they live in New York City or Louisville and 
are 25 years old or are 30 years old. These 
findings were consistent with the predicted 
hypotheses. Differences in frequency of 
female selection of males corresponding to 
these variables were statistically significant 
in all situations with p-values of <0.0001 in 
all cases. 
From this study, the tendency of females 
to seek males without children regardless of 
income bracket can be tentatively drawn; 
however, the complexity of studying female 
mate selection through online tools must be 
addressed. It is important to note that the 
correlation between desirability and resource 
sharing and number of offspring is not 
absolute but only holds true when confounds 
are controlled for. When these controls are 
put in place, only then can differences in 
desirability be indicative of the role of 
offspring and resource sharing in driving 
female mate selection. 
Limitations 
Several limitations exist in the current 
investigation. The first is the difficulty of 
analyzing data from the many cities across 
the U.S. The second is the difficulty in 
assessing whether the number of children 
and portion of parental custody have an 
impact on female mate selection as this adds 
another variable to the investigation. The 
third is the previous marriage status as a  
male widow might appear differently to a 
female as opposed to merely a single male 
with a child. Lastly, whether or not the 
female desires children of her own could be 
another factor to consider. A topic for future 
analysis could include females who do not 
wish to have children of their own. This is 
also related to the factor of females who 
already have children of their own. Another 
dimension, though minor, is that perhaps 
preferences for 26-29 year old males are 
different. Due to the restrictions of the 
online search tool, obtaining this data would 
require numerous addition collection runs. 
Furthermore, the inclusion of 25 and 30 year 
old males on the ends of the 25-30 year old 
range should minimize this effect. 
Moreover, an additional statistical analysis 
of binomial probability was considered in 
order to further corroborate results but the 
values obtained were too large to reasonably 
conduct such a test. In the future, additional 
statistical measures of inter-income group 
variation could provide greater insight into 
the utility of the results. 
Conclusion and Future Implications 
The statistically significant results of the 
present investigation indicate that 25-30 
year old females are less likely to seek 25 
and 30 year old males who possess children 
as compared to their childless counterparts 
in New York City Louisville. This tendency 
is supported by the polygamy threshold 
model which suggests that females seek the 
most resources when considering sharing, in 
this case with a child, and when considering 
the parental investment theory which 
suggests that females should be reluctant to 
share resources with a child who is not their 
own. Though the results are promising, 
future research is warranted to produce more 
conclusive findings about the effect of 
monetary resources and the number of 
offspring on female mate selection to shed 
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light on this matter of evolution and modern 
consequence. 
References 
Davies, N B. (1989). Sexual conflict and the 
polygamy threshold. Animal behavior, 
38(2). 
Davidson, P. (2012). U.S. median household 
income up 4% at end of 2011. 
http://www.usatoday.com/money/econo  
my/story/2012-02-09/income-
rising/53033322/1  
Hango, D. (2007). Parental investment in 
childhood and educational 
qualifications: Can 	 greater 
parental involvement mediate the effects 
of socioeconomic disadvantage? Social 
science research, 36(4), 1371. 
Jayson, S. (2008). Sooner versus later: Is 
there an ideal age for first marriage? 
http://www.usatoday.com/news/health/2  
008-11-09-delayed-marriage N.htm 
Jayson, S. (2009). More women wait to start 
families. 
http://www.usatoday.com/news/health/2  
009-08-12-latebirths12 N.htm  
Lightcap, J L. (1982). Child abuse: A test of 
some predictions from evolutionary 
theory. Ethology and sociobiology, 3(2), 
61. 
Marlowe, F. (2000). Paternal investment and 
the human mating system. Behavioural 
Processes, 51(1-3), 45. 
Ogden, C L., Fryar, C.D., Carroll, M.D., & 
Regal K.M. (2004). Mean body weight, 
height, and body mass index: U.S. 1960-
2002. 
Pribil, S. (2001). Experimental confirmation 
of the polygyny threshold model for red-
winged blackbirds. Proceedings - Royal 
Society. Biological sciences, 268(1476), 
1643. 
Ramsay, D. (2011). Online Dating. 
http://turing.plymouth.edu/-rjdean/w  
ebexfinal/wordpress/ Trivers, R. (1972). 
Parental investment and sexual selection. 
Weatherhead, P J. (1979). Offspring quality 
and the polygyny threshold:" the sexy 
son hypothesis". American Naturalist, 
201. 
36 
MPS I Female Mate Selection I Tucker I Pg. 31-38 
Table 1 
Female (25-30 years old) Seeking Male (25 years old) in New York, New York (zip code 10043) 
Income Level of 
Males ($) 
Chi 
ldren 
Frequency 
(Percentage) of Males 
C 
hi 
squared 
value 
p 
f 
50,001-75,000 No 2000+ (51%) 
3 
93.67 
< 
.0001 
Yes 1941 (49%) 
150,000+ No 2000+ (75%) 
Yes 663(25%) 
Note: Percentages are provided relative to total males in the respective income bracket. 
Table 2 
Female (25-30 years old) Seeking Male (30 years old) in New York, New York (zip code 10043) 
Income Level of 
Males ($) ldren 
Chi 
Frequency 
(Percentage) of Males 
hi 
squared 
value 
C 
p 
f 
50,001-75,000 No 2000+ (73%) 
822.03 
1 
.0001 
< Yes 755 (27%) 
150,000+ No 2000+ (53%) 
Yes 1798 (47%) 
Note: Percentages are provided relative to total males in the respective income bracket. 
Table 3 
Female (25-30 years old) Seeking Male (25 years old) in Louisville, Kentucky (zip code 40202) 
Income Level of 
($) 
Chi 
ldren 
Frequency 
(Percentage) of Males 
C 
hi 
squared 
value 
p 
f 
50,001-75,000 No 1841(60 %) 
4 
6.78 
< 
.0001 
Yes 1221 (40 %) 
150,000+ No 2000+ (52%) 
Yes 1856 (48%) 
Note: Percentages are provided relative to total males in the respective income bracket. 
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Table 4 
Female (25-30 years old) Seeking Male (30 years old) in Louisville, Kentucky (zip code 40202) 
Income Level of 
Males ($) 
Chi 
ldren 
Frequency 
(Percentage) of Males 
C 
hi 
squared 
value 
p 
f 
50,001-75,000 No 1062 (51%) 
8 
7.13 
< 
.0001 
Yes 1003 (49%) 
150,000+ No 2000+ (64%) 
Yes 1101 (36%) 
Note: Percentages are provided relative to total males in the respective income bracket. 
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